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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Original): An information providing system in which a broadcast receiving 
apparatus for receiving and demodulating broadcast signals of a selected frequency and a 
broadcast station specifying server for specifying a broadcasting station as a source of 
transmission of said broadcast signals are interconnected over a network, wherein 

said broadcast receiving apparatus includes user transmitting means for transmitting 
data over said network and user receiving means for receiving data over said network; 

said broadcast station specifying server including broadcasting station specifying 
server storage means for storing frequency data corresponding to the frequency of said 
broadcasting signals, territory data corresponding to the territory where said broadcast 
receiving apparatus is used, and broadcasting station data corresponding to a broadcasting 
station specified by said frequency data and said territory data, broadcasting station 
specifying server retrieving means for retrieving broadcasting station data stored in said 
broadcasting station specifying server storage means, based on said frequency data and said 
territory data, broadcasting station specifying server receiving means for receiving data over 
said network and broadcasting station specifying server transmitting means for transmitting 
data over said network; 

said user transmitting means transmitting said territory data and said frequency data to 
said broadcast station specifying server; 

said broadcasting station specifying server receiving means receiving said territory 
data transmitted by said user transmitting means and frequency data corresponding to the 
frequency of broadcast signals received by said broadcast receiving apparatus; 
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said broadcasting station specifying server retrieving means retrieving said 
broadcasting station data based on said territory data and said frequency data, received by 
said broadcasting station specifying server receiving means; 

said broadcasting station specifying server transmitting means transmitting said 
broadcasting station data, retrieved by said broadcasting station specifying server retrieving 
means, to said broadcast receiving apparatus; 

said user receiving means receiving the broadcasting station data, transmitted by said 
broadcasting station specifying server transmitting means. 

Claim 2 (Original) The information providing system according to claim 1 wherein 

said broadcast receiving apparatus is connected over said network to a relevant 
information providing server; 

said relevant information providing server including relevant information providing 
server storage means for storing relevant information data corresponding to the relevant 
information of said broadcast signals, relevant information providing server receiving means 
for receiving said broadcasting station data transmitted from said broadcast receiving 
apparatus, relevant information providing server retrieving means for retrieving relevant 
information data corresponding to the information relevant to broadcast signals received by 
said broadcast receiving apparatus, based on said broadcasting station data received by said 
relevant information providing server receiving means, and relevant information providing 
server transmitting means for transmitting relevant information data retrieved by said relevant 
information providing server retrieving means to said broadcast receiving apparatus; 

said user transmitting means, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
transmitting the broadcasting station information to said relevant information providing 
server; 
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said user receiving means, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, receiving 
said relevant information data transmitted by said relevant information server transmitting 
means provided to said relevant information providing server. 

Claim 3 (Original) The information providing system according to claim 1 wherein 
said broadcasting station specifying server and the relevant information providing 
server are unified together. 

Claim 4 (Original) The information providing system according to claim 2 wherein 

said broadcast receiving apparatus is connected over said network to a contents 
distributing server adapted for distributing the contents; 

said contents distributing server including contents distributing server storage means 
for storing contents distributed to said broadcast receiving apparatus and/or key data 
necessary for reproduction of said contents, contents distribution server receiving means for 
receiving said relevant information data transmitted from said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
contents distribution server retrieving means for retrieving said contents and/or said key data 
stored in said contents distributing server storage means, based on said relevant information 
data received by said contents distribution server receiving means, and contents distribution 
server transmitting means for transmitting said contents and/or said key data retrieved by said 
contents distribution server retrieving means to said broadcast receiving apparatus; 

said user transmitting means, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
transmitting said relevant information data to said contents distributing server; 

said user receiving means, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, receiving 
said contents and/or said key data transmitted by said contents distributing server transmitting 
means. 

4 



Application No. 10/526,902 

Reply to Office Action of February 7, 2008 

Claim 5 (Original) The information providing system according to claim 2 wherein 
said broadcast receiving apparatus is connected to a recording medium sale server, adapted 
for selling recording mediums, having contents recorded thereon, over said network; 

said recording medium sale server including recording medium sale server storage 
means, having stored therein recording medium specifying data specifying the recording 
mediums to be on sale, recording medium sale server receiving means receiving said relevant 
information data transmitted from said broadcast receiving apparatus, recording medium sale 
server retrieving means for retrieving said recording medium specifying data stored in said 
recording medium sale server storage means, based on said relevant information data 
received by said recording medium sale server receiving means, and recording medium sale 
server transmitting means for transmitting the recording medium specifying data retrieved by 
said recording medium sale server retrieving means; 

said user transmitting means, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
transmitting said relevant information data through said recording medium sale server; 

said user receiving means provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus receiving 
said recording medium specifying data transmitted by said contents distributing server 
transmitting means; 

said user transmitting means, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
transmitting desired recording medium specifying data, out of the recording medium 
specifying data received by said user receiving means; 

said recording medium sale server performing processing for selling the recording 
mediums based on recording medium data transmitted by said broadcast receiving apparatus. 

Claims 6-10 (Canceled). 
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Claim 11 (Original) An information providing method comprising 

a first interconnecting step of interconnecting a broadcast receiving apparatus for 
receiving and demodulating broadcast signals of a selected frequency and a broadcast station 
specifying server specifying a broadcasting station as a source of transmission of said 
broadcast signals, over a network; 

a first transmitting step of said broadcast receiving apparatus transmitting frequency 
data corresponding to the frequency of broadcast signals being received, and territory data 
corresponding to a territory where said broadcast receiving apparatus is used, to said 
broadcast station specifying server; 

a first receiving step of said broadcast station specifying server receiving said 
frequency data and the territory data transmitted in said first transmitting step; 

a first retrieving step of retrieving broadcasting station data corresponding to a 
broadcasting station transmitting said broadcast signals being received by said broadcast 
receiving apparatus, based on said frequency data and the territory data received in said first 
receiving step; 

a second transmitting step of transmitting said broadcasting station data, retrieved by 
said first retrieving step, to said broadcast receiving apparatus; and 

a second receiving step of said broadcast receiving apparatus receiving said 
broadcasting station data transmitted in said second transmitting step. 

Claim 12 (Original) The information providing method according to claim 1 1 further 
comprising 
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a second connection step of interconnecting said broadcast receiving apparatus and a 
relevant information providing server transmitting relevant information data of broadcast 
signals being received by said broadcast receiving apparatus, over a network; 

a third transmitting step of said broadcast receiving apparatus transmitting said 
broadcasting station data, received in said second receiving step, to said relevant information 
providing server; 

a third receiving step of said relevant information providing server receiving 
broadcasting station data transmitted from said broadcast receiving apparatus in said third 
transmitting step; 

a second retrieving step of retrieving relevant information data corresponding to the 
relevant information of broadcast signals being received by said broadcast receiving 
apparatus, based on broadcasting station data received by said third receiving step; 

a fourth transmitting step of transmitting the relevant information data, retrieved by 
said second retrieving step, to said broadcast receiving apparatus; and 

a fourth receiving step of said broadcast receiving apparatus receiving relevant 
information data transmitted in said fourth transmitting step. 

Claim 13 (Original) The information providing method according to claim 12 further 
comprising 

a third interconnecting step of interconnecting said broadcast receiving apparatus and 
a contents distributing server distributing contents data and/or key data necessary in using 
said contents data, over a network; 

a fifth transmitting step of said broadcast receiving apparatus transmitting said 
relevant information data received by said fourth receiving step to said contents distributing 
server; 
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a fifth receiving step of said contents distributing server receiving relevant 
information data transmitted in said fifth transmitting step from said broadcast receiving 
apparatus; 

a third retrieving step of said contents distributing server retrieving said contents data 
and/or said key data based on the relevant information data received in said fifth receiving 
step; 

a sixth transmitting step of said contents distributing server transmitting said contents 
data and/or said key data retrieved in said third retrieving step to said broadcast receiving 
apparatus; and 

a sixth receiving step of said broadcast receiving apparatus receiving said contents 
data and/or said key data transmitted in said sixth transmitting step. 

Claim 14 (Original) The information providing method according to claim 12 further 
comprising 

a fourth interconnecting step of interconnecting, over a network, said broadcast 
receiving apparatus and a recording medium sale server selling recording mediums having 
contents recorded thereon; 

a seventh transmitting step of said broadcast receiving apparatus transmitting said 
relevant information data received in said fourth receiving step to said recording medium sale 
server; 

a seventh receiving step of said recording medium sale server receiving relevant 
information data transmitted in said seventh transmitting step from said broadcast receiving 
apparatus; 
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a fourth retrieving step of said recording medium sale server retrieving recording 
medium specifying data, specifying recording mediums that are on sale, based on the relevant 
information data received in said seventh receiving step; 

an eighth transmitting step of said recording medium sale server transmitting the 
recording medium specifying data, retrieved in said fourth retrieving step, to said broadcast 
receiving apparatus; 

an eighth receiving step of said broadcast receiving apparatus receiving the recording 
medium specifying data, transmitted in said eighth transmitting step; 

a ninth transmitting step of said broadcast receiving apparatus transmitting desired 
recording medium specifying data, out of the recording medium specifying data received in 
said eighth receiving step, to said recording medium sale server; and 

a sale processing step of said recording medium sale server performing sale 
processing of recording mediums, based on recording medium specifying data transmitted in 
said ninth transmitting step. 

Claim 15-19 (Canceled). 

Claim 20 (Previously Presented): An information providing system in which a 
broadcast receiving apparatus for receiving and demodulating broadcast signals of a selected 
frequency and a broadcast station specifying server for specifying a broadcasting station as a 
source of transmission of said broadcast signals are interconnected over a network, wherein 
said broadcast receiving apparatus includes, 

a user transmitting unit configured to transmit data over said network, and 
a user receiving unit configured to receive data over said network; 
said broadcast station specifying server including, 
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a broadcasting station specifying server storage unit configured to store 
frequency data corresponding to the frequency of said broadcasting signals, 
territory data corresponding to the territory where said broadcast receiving 
apparatus is used, and broadcasting station data corresponding to a 
broadcasting station specified by said frequency data and said territory data, 
a broadcasting station specifying server retrieving unit configured to 
retrieve broadcasting station data stored in said broadcasting station specifying 
server storage unit, based on said frequency data and said territory data, and 
a broadcasting station specifying server receiving unit configured to 
receive data over said network and a broadcasting station specifying server 
transmitting unit configured to transmit data over said network; 
said user transmitting unit transmitting said territory data and said frequency data to 
said broadcast station specifying server; 

said broadcasting station specifying server receiving unit receiving said territory data 
transmitted by said user transmitting unit and frequency data corresponding to the frequency 
of broadcast signals received by said broadcast receiving apparatus; 

said broadcasting station specifying server retrieving unit retrieving said broadcasting 
station data based on said territory data and said frequency data, received by said 
broadcasting station specifying server receiving unit; 

said broadcasting station specifying server transmitting unit transmitting said 
broadcasting station data, retrieved by said broadcasting station specifying server retrieving 
unit, to said broadcast receiving apparatus; and 

said user receiving unit receiving the broadcasting station data, transmitted by said 
broadcasting station specifying server transmitting unit. 
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Claim 21 (Previously Presented) The information providing system according to 
claim 20 wherein 

said broadcast receiving apparatus is connected over said network to a relevant 
information providing server; 

said relevant information providing server including, 

a relevant information providing server storage unit configured to store 
relevant information data corresponding to the relevant information of said broadcast 
signals, 

a relevant information providing server receiving unit configured to receive 
said broadcasting station data transmitted from said broadcast receiving apparatus, 

a relevant information providing server retrieving unit configured to retrieve 
relevant information data corresponding to the information relevant to broadcast 
signals received by said broadcast receiving apparatus, based on said broadcasting 
station data received by said relevant information providing server receiving unit, and 

a relevant information providing server transmitting unit configured to 
transmit relevant information data retrieved by said relevant information providing 
server retrieving unit to said broadcast receiving apparatus; 
said user transmitting unit, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
transmitting the broadcasting station information to said relevant information providing 
server; and 

said user receiving unit, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, receiving said 
relevant information data transmitted by said relevant information server transmitting unit 
provided to said relevant information providing server. 
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Claim 22 (Previously Presented) The information providing system according to 
claim 20 wherein 

said broadcasting station specifying server and the relevant information providing 
server are unified together. 

Claim 23 (Previously Presented) The information providing system according to 
claim 21 wherein 

said broadcast receiving apparatus is connected over said network to a contents 
distributing server adapted for distributing the contents; 
said contents distributing server including, 

a contents distributing server storage unit configured to store contents 
distributed to said broadcast receiving apparatus and/or key data necessary for 
reproduction of said contents, 

a contents distribution server receiving unit configured to receive said relevant 
information data transmitted from said broadcast receiving apparatus, 

a contents distribution server retrieving unit configured to retrieve said 
contents and/or said key data stored in said contents distributing server storage unit, 
based on said relevant information data received by said contents distribution server 
receiving unit, and 

a contents distribution server transmitting unit configured to transmit said 
contents and/or said key data retrieved by said contents distribution server retrieving 
unit to said broadcast receiving apparatus; 

said user transmitting unit, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
transmitting said relevant information data to said contents distributing server; and 
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said user receiving unit, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, receiving said 
contents and/or said key data transmitted by said contents distributing server transmitting 
unit. 

Claim 24 (Previously Presented) The information providing system according to 
claim 21 wherein said broadcast receiving apparatus is connected to a recording medium sale 
server, adapted for selling recording mediums, having contents recorded thereon, over said 
network; 

said recording medium sale server including, 

a recording medium sale server storage unit, having stored therein recording 
medium specifying data specifying the recording mediums to be on sale, 

a recording medium sale server receiving unit configured to receive said 
relevant information data transmitted from said broadcast receiving apparatus, 

a recording medium sale server retrieving unit configured to retrieve said 
recording medium specifying data stored in said recording medium sale server storage 
unit, based on said relevant information data received by said recording medium sale 
server receiving unit, and 

a recording medium sale server transmitting unit configured to transmit the 
recording medium specifying data retrieved by said recording medium sale server 
retrieving unit; 

said user transmitting unit, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
transmitting said relevant information data through said recording medium sale server; 

said user receiving unit provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus receiving said 
recording medium specifying data transmitted by said contents distributing server 
transmitting unit; 
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said user transmitting unit, provided to said broadcast receiving apparatus, 
transmitting desired recording medium specifying data, out of the recording medium 
specifying data received by said user receiving unit; and 

said recording medium sale server performing processing for selling the recording 
mediums based on recording medium data transmitted by said broadcast receiving apparatus. 
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